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1 Aims & Objectives
1.1 Music is a unique way of communicating that can inspire and motivate children. It gives an opportunity for personal expression and it can play an important part in the personal development of an individual. Music reflects our culture and society and so the teaching and learning of music enables children to better understand the world they live in. Besides being a creative and enjoyable activity, music can be a highly academic and demanding subject. It is also important in helping children to feel part of a community.
1.2 We have three main aims for our children. By the time they leave at the end of Year 6, we aim to:
· ensure all children can read notated music from a stave and perform on an instrument with confidence
· provide a plethora of performing opportunities for our children, so they are comfortable and confident when performing for an audience
· give children the opportunity to regularly compose and subsequently perform pieces of music
2. Teaching & learning style
2.1 At Gobowen Primary school we make music an enjoyable learning experience. We encourage children to participate in a variety of musical experiences through which we aim to build up the confidence of all children. Our teaching focuses on developing:
· An ability to sing in tune and with other people
· The skills of recognising pulse and pitch
· An ability to play instruments with control and sensitivity
· An ability to listen to, and appreciate, different forms of music
· An ability to use music to express and create mood and emotions, and to enhance learning (e.g. tables songs)
· Working with others to make music, recognising how individuals combine together to make sounds.
· Knowledge of musical notation and how to compose music.
2.2. Differentiation: We recognise that there are children of widely different musical abilities in all classes, so we provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways by:
· Setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses
· Setting tasks of increasing difficulty
· Grouping children by ability and allocating different group tasks
· Grouping children in mixed ability groups to achieve tasks
· Providing a range of resources, to enable all children to experience and achieve to their potential.
· Using staff/volunteers/peer mentors to support the work of individuals or groups
· Providing opportunities for additional practice if desired.
· Providing opportunities for extra curricular activities and performances, particularly within our local community.
3. Equal Opportunities:
3.1 All pupils have equal access to the Music Curriculum. 
3.2 Pupils are encouraged to share their experiences and culture with others in order to enhance the quality of learning. This will be achieved by pupils experiencing music from:
· Different times and cultures
· Different composers past and present
· Different performers past and present
4. Additional Music Teaching
4.1 Peripatetic music teaching is provided by Chloe Roberts (piano) and Music Heroes. These lessons are paid for by parental contribution.
4.2 Peripatetic staff and school staff liaise to arrange occasional concerts for parents and the local community.
5. Music Curriculum Planning
5.1 Music is a foundation subject in the Curriculum 2014. The school uses the progression maps to plan progression across the school, focusing on:
· Increasing breadth and range of musical experiences
· Increasing challenge and difficulty in musical activities
· Increasing confidence, sensitivity and creativity in children’s music-making.
5.2 Each year group has a clear indication of the focus areas of achievement they must cover and this is collated through regular updating on the progression maps.
 5.3 Teachers are responsible for lesson planning and recording evidence of individual achievement in meeting the lesson objectives, relating to the progression map for each year group.
5.4 In Key stage 2, music is delivered during “Class Swaps” time, with Mr Griffiths delivering whole class instrumental teaching (ukulele, glockenspiel) to a class per half term. 

6. Early Years Foundation Stage
6.1 We teach music in our Nursery and Reception classes as an integral part of the topic work covered during the year. As the reception class is part of the Foundation Stage of the National Curriculum, we relate the musical aspects of the children’s work to the objectives set out in the updated Early Years Framework (2021). 
6.2 Music contributes to a child’s personal and social development; counting songs foster a child’s mathematical ability and songs from different cultures increase a child’s knowledge of understanding of the world.

7 The contribution of music to teaching in other curriculum areas 
 7.1 English: Music contributes significantly to the teaching of English in our school. Children develop their language skills through singing songs, with attention to diction, meaning, rhythm and rhyme. Music is also used to stimulate discussion or creative writing. Through working with others in a musical setting, children develop their ability to communicate ideas effectively. 
7.2 Mathematics: Music contributes to the teaching of mathematics through observing patterns and processes. Talent in music is often linked with talent in mathematics, as the rhythm and structure of music is mathematically based. 
7.3 Information and communication technology (lCT): lCT is used in music where appropriate. By recording their work children can suggest improvements to a performance. Children in KS2 use internet websites such as, Garage Band to write their own compositions. 
7.4 Science and D&T e.g. experimenting with different sounds and making musical instruments. Children understand the science of how sound travels and link this to music and differences in pitch, volume and direction.
7.5 Art: Graphic scores e.g. pattern pictures to illustrate sound effects. We explore the link between music and art by listening to music and interpreting the feelings evoked by translating those feelings into pictures. 
7.6 PSHE (Personal, social and health education): Through the common goal of making music, children learn to work effectively with other people and build up good relationships. Music is the basis of many social activities and has an important role to play in the personal development of many young people. It has a vital role to play in building self-confidence. 
7.5 Spiritual, moral, social and cultural development (SMSC): We encourage children to reflect on the important effect that music has on people’s moods, senses and quality of life. Children at Gobowen Primary School have the opportunity to encounter music from many cultures and, through their growing knowledge and understanding of the music, are encouraged to develop more positive attitudes towards other cultures and societies.  

8 Music & Inclusion
8.1 We teach music to all children. Teachers provide learning opportunities matched to the needs of the children we teach, to optimise their potential.
8.2 There are regular opportunities for children to both experience and make music in the local community (singing in local Care Homes, at Council town celebrations and theatre trips), performing at large scale events such as Shropshire Sings and Gobowen Rocks and visiting music groups attending school. 

9. Assessment and recording
 9.1 Teachers assess children’s work in music by making informal judgements about achievement of Teaching and Learning objectives as they observe them during lessons. This informs their assessment for learning in planning the next lesson objective and resulting activities. 
9.2 At the end of each Key Stage the teacher makes a summary judgement about the work of each pupil in relation to the National Curriculum level of attainment. We use this as the basis for assessing the progress of the child and for completing reports to parents. Recordingsor a video may also be used to record work completed.

10. Musical Events
· Singing Assembly: each week there is a 20min whole school singing assembly, where new songs are learnt according to the forthcoming theme or celebration e.g. Christmas. The choir also performs in this assembly on occasion.
· Topic themed performance: some classes may perform to each other and in front of the school, on a common theme or that of their termly topic.
· School Entertainments: Christmas Performances; End of term/ year performances. The choir is invited to perform at school events such as School Fairs, and fund raising events. Large scale performances such as Shropshire Sings and Gobowen Rocks are participated in yearly.
· Choir: choir practice once a week and is open to all. 
· Music clubs: a range of clubs are held free of charge across the key stages.
11. Resources
There is a wide range of musical instrumentation available in school.
12. Policy Review
This policy will be reviewed every two years.
Signed: Ben Griffiths	            (Music Coordinator)
Signed: Ronan Walsh               (Headteacher)
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