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	WHY TEACH COMPUTING?

At Gobowen Primary School, we strive to deliver a high-quality computing curriculum which allows our pupils to recognise the significance of digital technology in their everyday lives. We explicitly teach pupils the skills and knowledge they need to become creative, digitally literate, computational thinkers. This policy sets out a framework within which teaching and non-teaching staff can work and gives guidance on planning, teaching and assessments.

The use of digital technology, especially computers and computer systems is an integral part of the National Curriculum and knowing how they work is a key life skill. In an increasingly digital word there now exists a wealth of software, tools and technologies that can be used to communicate, collaborative, express ideas and create digital content. At Gobowen Primary School, we recognise that pupils are entitled to a broad and balanced computing education with a structured, progressive, cyclical approach to the learning of how computer systems work, programming, creative media and data and information. This provides our pupils with the skills necessary to become digitally literate and participate fully in the modern world. Where possible, we make explicit links with mathematics and science to enhance our computing curriculum further.
AIMS

The overall aim for computing is for pupils to become computer scientists and be digitally literate along with enriching learning for all pupils and to ensure that teachers develop confidence and competence to teach computing and plan cross curricular STEM activities to support the pupils.  Computing at Gobowen primary School provides opportunities for pupils to:
Develop their ability to apply their digital literacy capability to support their use of language and communication skills;
Understand the importance of information and how to select and prepare it;
Develop their computational thinking – the ability to solve problems in a creative, logical and collaborative way;

Become responsible, competent, confident and creative users of information and communication technology;
Explore their attitudes towards Computing, its value for themselves, others and society and their awareness of its advantages, risks and limitations;
Grow an awareness of how technology is used in the world around them and of the benefits that it provides;
Communicate and collaborate in order to develop understanding of the purposes for using technology;
Develop an understanding of how to use technology safely and the risks associated.
PLANNING AND ORGANISATION
We follow the NCCE’s Teach Computing scheme for work using their cyclical pedagogy to ensure our pupils know more, remember more and are able to do more with their computing knowledge and skills.

Early Years

Pupils in the Early Years Foundation Stage have access to a range of technology, including Ipads and Bee-Bots. Pupils in the Foundation Stage will have experiences using range of technology for a variety of purposes in both child- initiated learning and adult led activities. Opportunities for technology as a tool to support learning and teaching in all areas are identified in planning. 
Key Stage 1
During Key Stage 1, pupils will use a range of technology in school and learn how to stay safe whilst using this. They will explore why different technology is used for different purposes and recognise common uses of information technology beyond school. Pupils will develop their understanding of basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to specific technology, coding and online safety.
Pupils will learn how to become digitally literate by using a range of technology safely and understand the need to keep information private. They will learn what is meant by the term online safety and know who to speak to if they are concerned about something they have seen or heard online.

Children will learn about what algorithms are and know how these can be implemented whilst using technology and also through unplugged devices to develop their computer science skills. Children will learn the importance of following step by step instructions to achieve a required outcome and will be able create and debug simple programs.

The children will learn about the purposes of a range of technology and why some technology is used for certain tasks to develop their understanding of information technology. The children will have opportunities to browse appropriate websites safely, create digital media and understand how technology is used for data and information. Through this, the children will learn how technology can be used to find out information. The children will also have the opportunity to explore ways of organising their work and findings using a range of programs such as word processors and Scratch Jr.
Key Stage 2

During Key Stage 2, the children develop their confidence and abilities when using a range of technology and will have the opportunities to design, write and debug programs to achieve specific goals. The children will understand how to keep themselves and others safe online, understand the need to keep personal information private and know ways to report concerns about content and contact. The pupils will work on their understand of subject-specific vocabulary taught in Key Stage 1 and learn new terminology.
During Key Stage 2, pupils will continue to develop their knowledge and skills to become more digitally literate by learning about behaviours that are acceptable and unacceptable online and the risks associated with these. The children will spend time exploring what could be classed as a risk to them and others online and understand that they have choices to make when it comes to these. Throughout the key stage the children will have opportunities to discuss what they have seen on the internet and evaluate how accurate and authentic the information is that they find online.

Pupils will extend their knowledge of computer science skills by using their knowledge and understand of algorithms to create their own by making predications, repetition and experiment with different variables.

The children have opportunities to write their own and explain how it works along with solving any problems that occur along the way.

The pupils will continue to explore a range of software and technology and use the most appropriate based on a specific purpose for this. The children will learn how to collect a range of data and will learn the skills needed to organise and present the data using different programs. Throughout the key stage children will also explore animation and learn how to produce films/ animation and edit it.
Computing Curriculum Planning

At Gobowen Primary School, computing is taught around a set of key concepts that are explored through each computing unit. These concepts include: Computing systems and networks; Programming; Data and information; and Creating media

As part of the work on each key concept, children also explore and learn about:
•
The effective use of tools

•
The impact of technology

•
Safety and security

The curriculum is implemented through the use of the NCCE’s Teach Computing scheme of work. A subject progression document is integral to the teaching and learning of computing across the whole school, and ensures that children are given the opportunity to build upon prior knowledge. The Teach Computing scheme of work was used to write the subject progression document and create progressive Key Performance Indicators (KPIs). 
Long term plans, medium term plans and pacing sheets provide an appropriate balance and distribution of work throughout the year. By following the progression document alongside the Teach Computing scheme of work, it ensures a sequence of lessons where knowledge and skills are practised, acquired and progressively built upon. Key vocabulary within the classroom is displayed and this is consistently referred to during lessons.
ONLINE SAFETY
Due to the increasing importance and ever-changing nature of online safety, a separate online safety policy has been created, detailing filtering and monitoring procedures along with other information about how we support staff, pupils and parents to stay safe online.
Using the Teach Computing scheme of work, our school provides a progressive computing curriculum, which also teaches children about staying safe online and this is also supported throughout PSHE lessons. Online safety is a topic which is taught progressively in each year group through Teach Computing. Opportunities for learning about online safety are part of PSHE lessons and reinforced whenever technology is used and at regular assemblies.
Clear rules for online safety are set out in the form of acceptable usage agreement which parents and pupils sign when a pupil first starts at the school. 
ASSESSMENT AND RECORD – KEEPING
At Gobowen Primary assessment is an integral part of the teaching process. Children will record their learning in topic books as well as saving it in their Class Dojo Portfolios (Where possible)

The assessment of children’s work is on-going to ensure that understanding is achieved and that progress is being made. Feedback is given to the children as soon as possible and guided by the schools’ Marking and Feedback Policy. Progress is assessed on an ongoing basis against Computing Progression Statements and is obtained with carefully selected Key Questions. Assessments are also informed by of end of unit quizzes.

REPORTING
All parents receive an annual written report on which there is a summary of their child’s effort and progress in computing over the year. Parents also have opportunities to discuss progress at parents’ evenings. 
MONITORING
The impact of the computing curriculum is monitored regularly by the computing lead through pupil discussions, samples of work, discussions with teachers and pupils. This is then used to develop subject action plans. The computing lead regularly audits provision and staff training and plans training based on the needs of the staff.
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

All pupils regardless of race or gender shall have the opportunity to develop skills using computers and other related technology. The school will promote equal opportunities for computer usage and fairness of distribution of ICT resources. The class teacher differentiates work by task, resource or support, to ensure the individual needs of More Able and SEN pupils are met. The school is aware that not all pupils have the same access to computers at home and this is considered by staff in the planning and delivery of the curriculum.
CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS
Wherever possible we aim to fully include SEND pupils in computing lessons.
Where necessary teachers will, in consultation with the SENDCO, draw up a target within an Individual Educational Plan for a child. If a child’s needs are particularly severe they will work on an individualised programme written in consultation with the appropriate staff.
When planning teachers will try to address the child’s needs through simplified or modified tasks or the use of support staff.
RESOURCES
The school has a range of resources to support the delivery of the Computing curriculum, the Early Years Framework and learning across all areas of the National curriculum. All pupils (Year 1- Year 6), have access computers and iPads. In addition, there are a range of devices in school such as Micro Bits, Lego Spike, Ollies and Bee-bots that are used to support the teaching of computing.

The EYFS have iPads which can be used along with other technological toys and equipment, for example, Bee-Bots and Code-a-pillar. 



Review:

This policy will be reviewed annually by the Computing subject leader and leadership team and shared with the school community. 
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