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	WHY TEACH MATHEMATICS?

Mathematics equips pupils with a uniquely powerful set of tools to understand and change the world. These tools include logical reasoning, problem-solving skills and the ability to think in abstract ways.
‘Mathematics is important in everyday life, many forms of employment, science and technology, medicine, the economy, the environment and development and in public decision-making. Different cultures have contributed to the development and application of mathematics. Today, the subject transcends cultural boundaries and its importance is universally recognised. Mathematics is a creative discipline. It can stimulate moments of pleasure and wonder when a pupil solves a problem for the first time, discovers a more elegant solution to that problem, or suddenly sees hidden connections.’

(National Curriculum Orders 2000)

AIMS

The mathematics teaching at Gobowen Primary School is geared towards enabling each pupil to develop within their capabilities; not only the mathematics skills and understanding required for later life, but also an enthusiasm and fascination about maths itself.
We aim to increase pupil confidence in maths so they are able to express themselves and their ideas using the language of maths with assurance.
We are continually aiming to raise the standards of achievement of the pupils in Gobowen Primary School.
PLANNING AND ORGANISATION
Gobowen Primary School has adopted the White Rose Maths Scheme for the teaching of Mathematics but recognises that teaching needs to be ‘scheme assisted not scheme driven’. 
Other published materials and schemes, such as Target Your Maths and The Oak Academy are used to support the teaching of mathematics.
Materials are regularly updated, as new and relevant items become available. 
At Gobowen Primary School we recognise the need to revisit topics regularly to revise and consolidate skills to ensure a deeper understanding of Mathematics. Every objective in the yearly teaching programme is covered at least once by the end of the year.
When children start in Reception mathematics is more flexible within the foundation stage planning, building up to a daily 45-minute lesson when the children are ready.
In K.S.1 mathematics lessons are held on a daily basis and last for approximately one hour. The children are taught in mixed ability classes. 
In K.S.2 the daily maths lessons last for approximately one hour. The children are taught in mixed ability classes.
CROSS-CURRICULAR LINKS
Mathematics is taught mainly as a separate subject but every effort is made to link maths with other areas of the curriculum. We try and identify the mathematical possibilities across the curriculum at the planning stage. We also draw children’s attention to the links between maths and other curricular work so children see that maths is not an isolated subject.

In the Early Years, these links are more evident because of the less formal timetable.
TEACHING METHODS AND APPROACHES

Lessons generally follow a format with a mental and oral starter, a main activity and plenary sessions. 
The teaching of maths at Gobowen Primary provides opportunities for:

· Group work 

· Paired work 

· Whole class teaching 

· Individual work 
Pupils engage in:

· The development of mental strategies 

· Written methods 

· Practical work 

· Investigational work 

· Problem- solving 

· Mathematical discussion 

· Consolidation of basic skills and routines 
At Gobowen Primary School we recognise the importance of establishing a secure foundation in mental calculation and recall of number facts before standard written methods are introduced. We plan appropriate vocabulary to use in our teaching and children are expected to use it in their verbal and written explanations. 
We endeavour to set work that is challenging, motivating and encourages the pupils to talk about what they have been doing.

All classes are encouraged to use outdoor areas, including the forest school area, to support the teaching of maths
DISPLAY

We recognise the important role display has in the teaching and learning of mathematics by having maths work displayed in the school. Every class has a ‘Mathematics Working Wall’ which is a visual aid to support children with their work.

ASSESSMENT AND RECORD – KEEPING

At Gobowen Primary assessment is an informal part of every lesson and is matched to the teaching objectives. We see assessment as an integral part of the teaching process and endeavour to make our assessment purposeful, allowing us to match the correct level of work to the needs of the pupils, thus benefiting the pupils and ensuring progress. 

Termly teacher assessments to track children’s progress are carried out at the end of each term and are fed back to the Head Teacher. Pupil progress is measured against curriculum objectives and is supported by evidence obtained from testing, books and classroom observations. Pupils are judged to be either: emerging, developing, securing or next stage ready.
REPORTING
All parents receive an annual written report on which there is a summary of their child’s effort and progress in mathematics over the year. Parents also have opportunities to discuss progress at parents’ evenings. 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES

As a staff we endeavour to maintain an awareness of, and to provide for equal opportunities for all our pupils in mathematics. We aim to take into account cultural background, gender and Special Needs, both in our teaching attitudes and in the published materials we use with our pupils.

CHILDREN WITH SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS

Wherever possible we aim to fully include SEND pupils in the daily mathematics lesson so that they benefit from the emphasis on oral and mental work and by listening and participating with other children in demonstrating and explaining their methods.
Where necessary teachers will, in consultation with the SENDCO, draw up a target within an Individual Educational Plan for a child. If a child’s needs are particularly severe they will work on an individualised programme written in consultation with the appropriate staff.
When planning teachers will try to address the child’s needs through simplified or modified tasks or the use of support staff.
RESOURCES
We have a wide range of resources to support the teaching of mathematics across the school. All our classrooms have a range of essential resources, but we keep the more specialised equipment in the maths resource cupboard. Teaching resources such as books and posters are kept in the staff room. The school also subscribes to White Rose Maths, Mathletics and Times Tables Rockstars to further support learning in mathematics.



Review:

This policy will be reviewed annually by the Mathematics subject leader and leadership team and shared with the school community. 
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